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PhD in Education by the Complutense University of Madrid (Spain). Her training in Education and her work experience 

have developed mainly in Spain and New York City, where she worked as a bilingual speech and language therapist, 

education evaluator and researcher. From 1997 to 2008 she worked as Assistant Professor of Education in IE 

University (former SEK University) of Segovia (Spain). She is currently working at the School of Teacher Training and 

Education of the Autonomous University of Madrid as an Associate Professor. 

Since 1989 Dr. Aramburuzabala has participated as principal researcher and coordinator of international projects 

related to teacher training, childhood and health education. Since 2008 she has oriented her research interests 

towards the fields of service-learning and education for social justice. Her work has been published in various books 

and scientific journals, national as well as international. 

Dr Aramburuzabala has been working in service-learning projects with university students since 2000. On this topic 

she has lectured, published, coordinated a monographic issue of RIEJS and organized national conferences. She is a 

member of the Board of Directors of the Spanish Service-Learning Network, and a member of the Higher Education 

Service-Learning Network, ApS(U). She coordinates the Madrid Network for the Promotion of Service-Learning. 

Dr Aramburuzabala leads the European project "Europe Engage - Developing a Culture of Civic Engagement through 

Service-Learning Within Higher Education in Europe". 

 

 

Abstract 

The communication will present the 3-year project “Europe Engage - Developing a Culture of Civic Engagement 

through Service-Learning within Higher Education in Europe”1, that has been funded by the European Union with the 

purpose of identifying existing service-learning practice, promoting service-learning as a pedagogical approach, and 

creating a network in this región. 
                                                           
1 This Project has been funded with support from the European Commission (Ref. 2014-1-ES01-KA203-004798). This communication 
reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission can not be held responsable for any use which may be made of the information 
contained therein. 
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Even though in many parts of the world, over the last decade, there has been growth and development in the areas of 

civic engagement and service learning within higher education, in Europe much remains to be done. Europe is one of 

the last international regions to consolidate and articulate the benefits of service-learning from a regional perspective. 

The “Modernisation of European Higher Education” strategic priority of the Bologna Process and Declaration (1999) 

states that “A Europe of knowledge is now widely recognised as an irreplaceable factor for social and human growth 

and as an indispensable component to consolidate and enrich the European citizenship, capable of giving its citizens 

the necessary competences to face the challenges of the new millennium, together with an awareness of shared 

values and belonging to a common social and cultural space. The importance of education and educational co-

operation in the development and strengthening of stable, peaceful and democratic societies is universally 

acknowledged as paramount”. Central to this ambition goal will be the adoption of approaches within higher education 

that allow for the development of this aspiration. 

“Europe Engage” seeks to enact this through the adopting and mainstreaming of service-learning as a key way to 

connect students and universities to the wider society so as to maintain and develop democracy and healthy levels of 

social capital within a European context. 

There are isolated experiences in some European countries (many of those are now partners in Europe Engage) and 

three national associations devoted to promoting S-L in Higher Education, but there is a need to identify such 

experiences and create networks based on common grounds. 

The project brings together twelve universities from twelve European countries. It has been a difficult process to find 

universities that are committed to service-learning and civic engagement due to a deficit of knowledge and lack of data 

gathered at a European level.  It seems that much of this work is happening across Europe “under the radar” and 

Europe Engage will enable a culture of promotion and public articulation of university community partnership through 

service-learning. 

The communication will focus on defining the Service-Learning methodology and describing the Project (participants, 

objectives, activities and outputs) as well as a survey for mapping service-learning as a pedagogical approach in the 

participating countries. 


